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notorious that ship-money was merely one in a series of de-
vices to enable the King to raise money without the disagree-
able necessity of summoning Parliament    The judgment
in the King's favour was based upon the most extravagant
interpretation of the doctrine of Prerogative,    " I have gone
already very high," said Sir Robert Berkeley, in his judg-
ment, " I shall go yet to a higher contemplation of the
fundamental policy of our laws: which is this that the King
of mere right ought to have, and the people of mere duty
are bound to yield unto the King supply for the defence
of the kingdom".    It has been the fashion to assume that
judgment in favour of the Crown was due to mere servility
on the part of the judges.    This may or may not be true.
On the other hand, the judgment may have been perfectly
good in law.    These matters are too high for the layman.
What is certain is, that whether good or bad in law, the
judgment was in its political effects infinitely mischievous.
Clarendon not merely admits but insists upon this.     "I
cannot but take the liberty to say that the circumstances
and proceedings in those new extraordinary cases, stratagems
and impositions were very unpolitic, and even destructive to
the services intended."    People are much more roused " by
injustice than by violence".    Men who paid their quota
more or less willingly were terrified by the grounds on which
the judgment was based.    It was "logic that left no man
anything which he might call his own ".    " Undoubtedly,"
he adds, " my Lord Finch's speech . . . made ship-money
much more abhorred and formidable than all the commit-
ments by the Council-table and all the distresses taken by the
sheriffs in England. . . . Many sober men who have been
clearly satisfied with the conveniency, necessity and justice of
many sentences, depart notwithstanding extremely offended
and scandalised with the grounds, reasons and expressions
of those who inflicted those censures."t., sup. be toountry and a scientific
